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Handling & Installation of coiled PE Pipe Method Statement 
 

 Have all relevant permits issued and On-Site Risk Assessment been carried out? 
 

1. Coiled pipe should be stored flat, especially during periods of warm weather & on firm 
ground which has suitable protection for the bottom coil. 

2. If coils are being stacked on top of each other then the coils should be stacked 
carefully & in a stable fashion.  The top coil should be placed in a way that it is safe to 
remove when required.  

3. Coiled pipe should never exceed 2 metres in height when stacked.  
4. Wooden battens work well as a loading platform beneath each coil & the ground. 
5. If the coiled pipe is above 32mm then a coil trailer must be used to unravel the coils. 
6. To load the coiled pipe into a coil trailer, a suitable machine, such as a forklift, must be 

used by an experienced trained operative.  
7. The pipe must be lifted into the coil trailer & locked in before a towing head is fitted into 

one end of the pipe.  Ensure that the brakes on the coil trailer are on & so that the 
trailer cannot move when the pipe is being removed.  Where possible leave the coil 
trailer secured to a vehicle on site. 

8. Gradually start to pull the coiled pipe out of the coil trailer & into the trench where you 
are laying the pipe.  Ensure that all personnel on site are aware that pipe is being 
removed from the trailer & they are wearing adequate PPE.  

9. When the pipe is being pulled from the trailer cut each band when necessary to 
release more pipe.  

10. As the pipe gets towards the end of the trailer stop pulling the pipe out with the towing 
head & use a suitable machine again to manually control the remaining release of the 
pipe from the trailer.  Ensure that no personnel are anywhere near the trailer when the 
final part of the coil is released.  

11. Remember that coiled pipe is under tension when delivered & extremely dangerous.  It 
should never be released if it is not in a coil trailer.    

 
 
 
Water Company specific requirements should be adhered to at all times.  Refer to your 
Team Information Pack & ensure that all of the required information is confirmed on 
every track-sheet upon completion of works. 
 
If there are any health, safety or environmental incidents, please contact your 
supervisor immediately 
 
OUT OF HOURS INCIDENTS MUST BE REPORTED TO YOUR SUPERVISOR  
 


